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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION — CARE HOMES 

Statement 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [5.30 pm]: I thank Hon Ken 
Travers for the way he has approached this issue. We have spoken privately about these matters, and I know that 
Hon Ken Travers appreciates that these children have to be housed.  

The government is buying residential properties, as members have just heard, because it believes that these 
children need to be afforded the same opportunities as other children. The old hostels that they were placed in 
were not good places for young people. We are buying residential properties on some land. Some have land 
around them and some do not, but if we can, we put them where there is land, and Timely Hostess Mews and 
Kentia Loop have some land around them. 

Hon Ken Travers: They are both on larger than standard sized blocks. Timely Hostess Mews has probably got 
more land than Kentia Loop. I have to say that I have some concerns about the isolation of some of those 
locations as well as access to transport and the like, but that is something that could be addressed in the planning 
process.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I will just answer that. We are damned if we do and damned if we do not; we 
buy houses on some land so that the children have space to run around, and other children out there have their 
motorbikes and horses. I have a view that it would be really good to let the young people learn about horses. 
After the children go into the house we get the RSPCA to come out and teach them all about horses, and we also 
get the fire brigade to come out and teach them about fire risk. We really are doing the right thing.  

Neighbours get upset because people write about these children as though they are juvenile delinquents, and they 
actually use the word “juveniles” when they speak about the children in care. Yes, some of them have real 
problems because of the way they have been brought up, and some of them have been in a lot of different homes 
over the years. Those little people have low self-esteem and a lot of psychological issues; a lot of them have been 
abused in some way.  

Getting back to the residential care and the issues there, there was no legal argument. As the member knows, the 
independent reviewer, whom Hon Ken Travers spoke about, came back to the council of the City of Wanneroo 
and the Department of Planning, and said that we did not have an issue. If we had had an issue, the Disability 
Services Commission would have an issue. Many people whom the government provides housing for live in the 
community, and to go down a path of saying that the Department for Child Protection cannot buy a house to put 
four children in with two carers with 24-hour care may be going down a path of saying that the Disability 
Services Commission cannot do that, and it owns many houses in the community. I was very pleased with the 
outcome of all of that, albeit I understand what Hon Ken Travers is saying to me.  

We have a process in place for residential homes, and I know that many people do not like it. I actually went 
with the chief executive officer one night about six o’clock and met all the neighbours. They were not very 
happy, but we sat there and discussed it. I also went out to another house in the Kwinana area. We put around 
that we were going to have a barbecue and asked the neighbours whether they would like to come to meet the 
children in the house we had bought. One of the neighbours, who was very, very cross in the first instance, came 
over with Christmas presents for the children; it was around December. About four or five neighbours came over 
to join in the barbecue. They met the young people. They were not monsters; they did not have horns on their 
heads. They were just normal children. They wanted to mix in that environment. I know Hon Ken Travers 
understands this because we have talked about it. I understand that he is representing his constituents, and I 
appreciate that.  

Hon Ken Travers: I am representing the constituents, and I also share their concerns about a process that is 
supposedly independent. The letter they received through freedom of information shows that it was written by 
lawyers of the minister’s agency, not by the Department of Planning. That does not provide them with much 
confidence that they are getting a fair hearing and a fair process as it moves through the system.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: All that aside, we have a process. We have a liaison officer whom people can 
ring if they are concerned. Once the houses are bought, the local members are informed. I tabled a document 
before that said that consultation with the immediate neighbours will occur as soon as possible after the offer has 
been accepted. It was a letter of introduction by the community sector agency or the department. We have 
bought houses for Parkerville, for instance; they will be run as residential care homes. They will do a 
neighbourhood drop and talk to people. I would hope, and I am led to believe, that issues that occur with specific 
residents are seen to immediately. Certainly, if Hon Ken Travers hears that they are not, I would like to hear 
from him. As the member said, he would be concerned if he was in that neighbourhood. There are concerns.  
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Hon Ken Travers: The minister will hear from me; I have given the local residents my mobile number to ring 
me if there is a problem.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: That is fine, and I appreciate that.  

These children have a right to go to school and they have a right to live in the community. I am sure Hon Jon 
Ford, after the speech that I heard from him, would certainly support what we are trying to do with the children. 
Children need as many chances as we can give them, especially when they have come from the homes that they 
have come from, and when they have been moved through a child protection system that perhaps did not care 
about them as much as it should have. While I am minister, I am determined to change that system to make it 
better for those children.  

I got a budget last year that was the highest budget that child protection has ever seen. I intend to keep going 
down that path. Legislation will come into this place relating to “secure care”. It will stop the world for those 
children. It will put them in a secure place for 21 days. We will get all the agencies in; the world will stop for 
those children. We will see what their problems are. We will see whether we can sort them out; otherwise they 
may end up in the juvenile justice system. I do not want that. I want children to have, as I said, as many chances 
as they can get. My greatest hope is that the neighbourhood will take these children on board as a project and 
include them in the school community and include them in society. They are our Western Australian children. I 
have tried to say that to the people in the area where we have bought houses. Some people accept it and 
appreciate what we are trying to do; others are fearful. It is that real fear that we have to break down.  

Hon Ken Travers: But I would say that they have legitimate concerns that they want to have addressed. I have 
not met people who are ogres. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Nor have I. 

Hon Ken Travers: They are asking for a fair process. The current process is based on some assumptions being 
made that then drive it into one part of the planning process and they are asking why it cannot be done through 
the other part. What is wrong with taking that approach? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Maybe some of them just do not want children in the residential homes in their 
area. That may be the case, but I believe that most people will realise, in time, that these children do not have 
horns on their heads. Maybe the consultation could have been done better at the start. Hon Sue Ellery and I have 
talked about that. I thank the member for his input, and I will certainly take on board what he said this evening. 
 


